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Their very names tell us that they were in the
beginning names of the great phenomena of
nature, of fire, water, rain and storm, of sun
and moon, of heaven and earth. Afterwards,
we can see how these so-called deities and heroes
became the centres of mythological traditions,
wherever the Aryan speakers settled, whether
in Asia or in Europe. This is a result gained
once for all, and this light has shed its rays far
beyond the Vedic mythology and religion, and
lightened up the darkest corners in the history
of the mythological and religious thoughts of the
other Aryan nations, nay of nations unconnected
by their language with the speakers of Aryan
speech.

In the same \vay the growth of the divine
idea is laid bare in the Veda as it is no-
where else. We see before our eyes who the
bright powers of heaven and earth were that
became the Devas, the Bright ones, or the Gods,
the deities of other countries. We see how these
individual and dramatic deities ceased to satisfy
their early worshippers, and we find the incipient
reasoners postulating One God behind all the